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Fieſus ſaid unto the Twelve, Vill ye alſo go away? Then 
Simon Peter anſwered him, Lord, to whom ſhall we 
23 Thou haſt the Words of Eternal —_ _ 
[ UR Bleſſed Lord having, in the former part 
; of this Chapter, diſcourſed to the Jews in a || x 
if Figurative way, about Eating his Fleſh, an!? 
| Drinkeng his Blood, meaning, the Partaking of the Sacri- | 
| tice of his Death, by a lively Faith; And they finding, I 


upon his Explaining of himſelf, that his Doctrines 
\ tended ſtill to another World, notwithſtanding the 
Miracle ofthe Loaves the day before, which gave them 
other hopes; and he taxing them too, with their want 
of Faith; weare told, v. 66. that many of his Diſciples 
went back, and walked no more with bim. 9 8 8 
Upon which, to give the Twelve an opportunity of 
eli ing Their Integrity and Fidelity, and to leave them 
Examples of thoſe excellent Virtues tu ſucceeding Ages, 
which ſhould very much want them; he asks them in 
this meełk and gentle manner, Will ye alſo go away ? | 
x To which St. Peter, not as the Head of the reſt, but 
as the moſt forward in his Zeal, replies immediately, 
Lord. to whom ſhall we go? Thou haſt the Words of Eternal life. 
N N thus briefly ſhewa the Occaſion of thefe 
Words, I beg leave to diſcourſe of them farther in this 
I. I hall endeavour to prove the Reaſonableneſs of 
ſceking after Eternal Life. 2 
II. In what reſpects our Saviour is ſaid to have the 
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þ Words of Eternal Life. 3 
4 III. Upon what Accounts or Pretences, ſo many | © 
| notwithſtanding this, leave following the Bleſſed Jeſus, I 
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And che Unreaſonableneſs of doing ſo. Wok 
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w. That ſuch Perſons after all, may recover hs 


Favour by true Repentance, And this being done, 1 
ſhall apply what ſhall be ſaid upon the former Heads, 


in order to promote that Dutt. 
I. I am to ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of ſeeking after 


The beſt way to raiſe in us a value for Eternal Life, 
and to ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of deſiring it, is to Re- 
flect upon That which we now enjoy. For if bit be of 
any Value, how much more muſt that be fo which is E- 
ternal? But every one owtis the Value of this Life; for 
even they who are weary of it, are ſo, only uſe. 


they cannot enjoy it as they would do, and diſcover the 


Love they have for it, even when they Rail at it moſt. 
But more particalarly the univerſal *Complaint of 
the ſhortneſs of Humane Lite, proves the univerſal. 
Value for it, tho' nothing can be more unjuſt than this 
Complaint. +43 5 2 + a . 77 
If we conlider indeed the vain Attempts in uſeleſs 
Knowledge, the mighty Projects of Covetouſneſs and 
Ambition, which ſometimes aim at the oppreſſing and 
enſlaving of many Thouſands ; Humane Life is com- 


monly roo ſhort for ſuch Deſigns, and God be thanked 


that it is ſo ! the good and wiſe Creator never intended 
it for ſuch purpoſes, but for a proper time for our learn - 
ing and performing what is neceflary for Eternal Life; 


and ſince this may be done in a little time. whatever 


ſhou'd be above, wou'd be but the retarding of our Hap- 
pineſs, the delay of our Reward : wheretore no wiſe | 
Van, Praiſed be the Eternal Goodneſ*! no Man fit for 
a better Life, can ever reaſonably complain of the ſnort- 
neſs of this. However, thus much we may get by iti 
That the;ſhotter we think Humane Life,the more care= | 
ful and diligent we ought to be in ſeeking immediatelx 
after that Life which is Eternal. — 


— 


Thus too, for the other complaints againſt this Life, 
let the Evils of ir be true or fancied; let them he the ef- 
feds. of Providence or Mens own Follies, the Honeſt 
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Man's Poverty, the Prodigal's Neceſſity, the Virtuous 
or Vitious Man's Sicklineſs, the Contempt or Diſgrace 
which either are ſubject ro, the Accidents which attend 
our Bodies, the ebbs and flows in our outward Circum- 
ſtances; all, every one of theſe, ought to make each 
||, Perſon concern'd; to think the more upon that Life 
r 555 
Efpecially ſince we may be aſſur'd that it will be free 
frtom all thoſe Evils which we complain of here, and 
that all the Rational Good, all the Intellectual pleaſure. 
wee can now attain to, will be infinitely improved; and 
therefore the more Wit, or Senſe, or Reaſon a Man 


- 
4 


| has, even his own Vanity being the judge, the more 
i worthy 1s Eternal Life of his conſideration. I 
i Tis hard indeed to conceive any juſt Idea of any one 
of the Joys of Heaven. Each of them are Infinite, and 
therefore cannot be comprehended by Finite Man. Nay, | | 
/! ſhou'd they be fo, the impatience of enjoying them 
wou'd makeusnegligent of our Duty, and murmur that | 
we ſhou'd be detaind from them, every Moment:] 
Wherefore tis not only impoſſible, but- convenient for | | 
us, to have no full and compleat Knowledge of them. | - 
is However, a Wife and Good Man may: conceive e- 
nough of them to find them worthy of his Deſire, and 
that too without any fear of making his Obedience 
Mercenary or Superſtitious. * l nt 
Were a Chriſtian's Hopes grounded only upon ſuch 
a Reward as is fer forth in the Poets Elyfum, or the Turkiſb 
Paradice: V Vere the moſt refin'd Pleaſures of Senſuality; | 
to be Immortal, theſe indeed wou'd be but very dull  « 
Moti ves for a great and generous Soul to deſire Eternal | , 
M 
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Life. | EDS To Jo 
But when for acting Virtuouſly now, we ſhall become | \ 
unavoidable Virtuous for ever; when for being truly n 


/ | Or 
|| Teafonable here, we ſhall be exalted to a ſtate of uner- R 


ring Reaſon, be made partakers of the Divine Nature, || ,, 
de united to God himſelf : VVhen from believing and f ſti 
obeying the bleſſed Jeſus in this Life, we ſhall be enabled | x | 
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'tocomprehend fully his wonderful Mercy in the man* | 
ner of our Redemption, and be filled with continual | 


Raptures of Joy, Gratitude and Love. O! where can 


the Superſtition of having reſpect to ſuch a Reward? 
If this then be ſo reaſonable, let us conſider attentive- 
torhe bent nn. 507 hood ahh ee 
_B]]. In what reſpect 
the Words of Erernal Life. 0 2 nth ge 
I. This is certa in, upon account obthat Authority by 
which he came as the true .Meſitah ; therefore St. Peter 
adds in the next Verſe to the Text, Ve believe, and are 


ſure that thou art the Chriſt, the Son of the living God; for 
if this be ſo, then we have ſufficient grounds to believe 


that He had the Words of Eternal Liſr. 


Now, that Jeſas was the Chrift, is plain, even to the 
cleareſt Demonſtration, from the feveral Prophecies 
which were given from the beginning of the World 
concerning the Meſſiah, the time and place of his Birth, 
and the moſt remarkable Circumſtances of his Life and 


Death; All which Prophecies cou'd come from God 
alone, and were actually fulfilld in the Holy Jeſus. 


This wasalſo demonſtrated by the Miracles which he | 


wrought, greater than Moſes, or all the other Prophets 


put together, coud perform; the caſting out Devils, 


raiſingthe Dead, raiſing himſelf the very Day he had 
fore- told, and aſcending viſibly into Heaven atterwards. 
Heſides all which, he left behind him two Prophecies, 
that of the calling of the Gentiles, and that of the deſtru- 
Aion of Feraſalem and the diſperſion of the eus, both 
which are in force at this Day; and this latter eſpecial- 


ly, the Fews continuing fo ſcattered over the World, 


without being able to obtain any ſmall part of it, from 


not only Chriſtians, but Turks or Heathens, in the ſeveral 


Revolutions and Diſcoveries which have pn : 
and that too, notwithſtanding their great Wealth, 


- | trickt Friendſhip, and Univerſal Correſpondence: This, 
= | 1 ay, isa ſufficient Argument of it ſelf io prove that, | 
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That Jeſus, whom they Crucify'd, was indeed the Sow of 
God, the true Meſſiah, and conſequently to diſpoſe the 
moſt obſtinate Creature to believe, that he therefore 
muſt have the Words of Eternal 1 * And that he truly 
had fo, will appear undeniably by the following Con- 
ſiderations. | FT 
Is IL. In that he ſhew'd che Certainty of it, and taught 
1} - Thowlie was tobe obtained. | fe 
I grant that this was known in ſome meaſure, both || 
to the Gentiles and the Fews ; but this Knowledge was 
very imperfect at the beſt, and became more ſo every 
Day, by the increaſe of Epicurw's Followers among the 
| Gentiles, and of the Sadduces among the Jes; and be- 
||  fides this, it was much obſcur'd by the great Wicked- 
neſs which the World was over- run withal juſt before 
our Saviour's coming, + e 
But our Bleſſed Lord brought Life and Immortality 
into the cleareſt Light, by his Goſpel. Jam (faith he) 
| | the Reſurrection and the Life, he that believeth in me, though 
be were dead, yet ſhall be live, John 11. v. 25. They that 
| have done Evil ſhall go into everlaſting Puniſhment, but the 
Righteous into Life, Eternal, Mat. 25. 26. And ſeveral 
che Paſſages there are to the ſame purpoſe. - 
For to this is it that all his Doctrines gently led us; tis 
by the governing of our Paſſions and Appetites, by Pu- 
rifying our Thoughts, and Purging our Hearts from all | 
Uncleanneſs an Uabelief; that our Souls begins to live . 
truly now, and that they ſhall live Eternally hereafter. Þ 
But (fill, if we fall through Frailty and Infirmity, if | | 
the Temptations of the Devil, and the Pleaſures of the | | 
World, prevail upon us unawares, and we are want- . 
ing cither in our Faith or our Obedience, he hath gra- 
ciouſly ſhewed us, how to recover our ſelves again by 
Repentance. Yes, the Sacrifice of a broken and à contrite | 
Heart, offered through Faith in his Bleſſed Name, is ſuf- 
ficient to reconcile the Penitent Chriſtian to his Forgi- 
ving God. O wonderful Goodneſs! That after all the 
I Jpgratitude, all the Provecations of Preſumprugus Sin- 
. „ | ners: 


tothe Ingrateful City ? With what 


ners, all that our Bleſſed Lord has done and ſuffer'd for | 


us, there ſhould: be ſtill further means left ro recover 


our ſelves again, and to lay hold of Eternal Life. And 
yet that all that is requir'd for this purpoſe, ſhould be 
the renewing our Faith in our merciful Redeemer, and 
the . nyt for having tranſgreſ#d againſt him ? 
2. Our Bleſſed Lord is moſt juſtly ſaid to have kad 
the Words of Eternal Life, in that he died in ſuch a 
manner to purchaſe it for uus. 
The adorable Excellency of the Divine Nature, con- 
fiſts in the Perfection of every Attribute of ir, and there- 
fore tho we are apt to fill our Minds with God's Good- 

neſs and Mercy, yet it is neceſſary that he ſhould be as 
perfect in his Truth and „ as in the other: 
And conſequently, in every Sin, his Juſtice mult be ſa- 
tified, before we can hope for his Mercy. Alas ! then, | 
what. muſt have become of wretched Man, had not 
God's Wiſdom and Goodneſs found out a way to fa- | 


tisfie his Juſtice, by the Sacrifice of his Son upon the 


Croſs? who, after a perfect Obedience to the Law, was 
accepted, as ſuffering for the Diſobedient; and the Spot- 
leſs Eb of God, became a full, perfect and ſufficient Ob- | 
lation and Satisfaction, for the Sins of the whole World! | 
And O Bleſſed ſeſu! With eff didſt thou goup 
Triumph didſt thou 

enter into Jeruſalem? Not to take Poſſeſſion of an Farth- |} 
ly Kingdom, but of thy Croſs: To ſuffer all that Sin 
and Hell could bring upon Tbee, = to vanquiſh both | 
by thy Sufferings : And afterwards, How didſt thou, 
by thy glorious Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, open the | 
Kingdom of Heaven to all Believers ? ka +1, 
Then did the Angels ſing in triumphant Joy, as the 
Royal Prophet foretold, Fial. 24. 7. Lift up your Heads, 


O je Gates, and be ye lift up ye everlaſting Doors, and the King 
of Glory ſhall come in, &c. Great par 


| t of which Joy was 
occaſioned in thoſe Bleſſed Spirits, to behold Humane | 
Nature exalted to the Throne of Heaven; and that 
Chriſt, by his entering in it there, as the Firſt Fruits 
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The Father Fudgeth no Man, but hath committed a 


(8) "SY. 
Sea he Dead 3 op el the way to > em a Li for 
Thouſands, . for Millions, that were to follow. 
Beſides this, to ſecure this Eternal Life tothe Faithful, 
he acts for them now at the Right Hand of God 0d, repte- 
ſearing their Petitions, applying to them the Merits 6f 
his own-Obedience and Suferings, and Seen chem 
by his powerful Interceſſon. Ick 
Who is there then, that confi ders theſe things 4s he Tos 
ought to do, but muſt acknowledge wich Gratitude and 
Joy, that he who came ſo graciouſly, ſo gladly, ro 
teach us, and to do and ſuffer all theſe chin s for ub, He 
only has the Words of Eternal Life ? but this wil MT hn Rill 


more certain, becauſe, 


3. He alone is actually to | canker: Fternal Life upon his 
faithful Servants at that great Day, when he ſhall core 
to Judge the VVorld in Righteouſneſs: For that he ſhall do 


fo, is frequently affirm'd in the Holy Scriptures; Tbe 


Son of Man ſhall Come in bis Glory, and of the Holy Angels 
with him; then ſhall he {it upon the Throne of his Glori 5 n 
before him  ſoall be gathered all Nations — Mat. 25. 31, e. 


ment to his Son Becauſe. be is the Son of Man; Jo n A : 
22, 27. Becauſe, by the Merits of his Death arid Suf- 
ferings, as Man, this Power belongs to him of Right; 
Becauſe he can be viſible in our Nature to exerciſe it; 
and none ſo proper to beſtow Eternal Life, as he: who 
died to obtain it. eee Vo 


But that which cok to ſtartle thoſe; who are 10 full 


of Scorn and Contempt at the mention of a Future 


State, is, That this ſame Jeſus who died for us, as our 
Merciful Redeemer, who intercedes for us now as our Gra- 
cious Mediator ſhall come then as our Impartial Judge; and 
bring with him the VVords of Eternal Death, as Well as 
thoſe of Eterna Life. For then, Come ye Bleſſed —or 
Depar; ye Curſed--—- ſhall diſtribute both to the page 
World, according to their Actions. 
Thus I have ſhewn the value of Eternal Life, i in what : 
it conſilts, and how . it is of every wiſe yo 8 
are, 
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8 rn rly if we'confider in what reſpect our 
Bleſſed Lord is ſaid to have had the Words of Ebern 
And now methinks, ſince all theſe things are fully 
mide knawnito us, which they were not to the Apo 


ties at that time hen our Saviour ralked'thus to them; 
this Queſtion which he put to them, may be applyd to 
jus with far grèat 


tet Empa fis, PV ye alſi go a: Th 
for whoſe ſake I came into the World;'to teach you 


the Wordsof Eternal Life: Te for whom I dyd amidſt 


a 


ſo many Torments, to purchaſe, this Life for you: ' 7 
who ſhall rife again when-T fhall- come to judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs, to diſtribute Eternal Life or 
Eternal Death, Ko op 42 follow Ot forſate me: 
Vil ye alſo go away? follow the Stream of the vain and 
inconſtant World „and in ſpight of all my Care and 
Love be loſt for ever? Alas! what Ingratitude, what 
Madneſs is this 2 never was any Expoſtuſlation more juſt 
kan the: Pats inguite then; ns 
III. Upon What Accounts or Pretences it is, that ſo 
many leave following the Bleffed Jeſus, and the Unrea- 
föhabiee er Ubing . 
And here in the rt place ĩt cannot be deny d, but 
that this is done continua lly, eyen by thoſe who pretend 
to believe in him. Every Luſt and Paſſion, Ambition. 
Covetouſneſs, Intemperance, Revenge, &. take us away 
from following the meek and lowly Son of God, and 
hurry us after their ſeveral Objects, through Cenſure 
and Contempt, through Storms and Tempeſts, througu 
Diſeaſes and Deaths of every kind; and this too, not- 
withſtanding the daily Bleſſings we enjoy, the Cries of 


| a faithful Conſcience, and the belief of eternal Torments; 


but yet in theſe Caſes, many through the ſtrugglings of 
their Reaſon, and the aſſiſtance of Divine Grace, reco- 
ver themſelves again by ſincere Repentance. e 

But ſuch Peoples cafe is more dangerous, who forſake 
the Bleſſed Jeſus out of ſome kind of Principle, and after 
rbeir way, Reaſon themſelves into Deſtruction. 
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Bleſſed Saviour, and denen Eternal Life. 
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Power of b{(towing it. 


different way, who refule all Revelation, and deſpiſe 
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ſubjeck to, and by which they are Jed away from that 


Jeſes which is the Chriſt, the Son of the living God. if this 


peat and ſolid Truth be but carefully remembred, wiz, 
That the Scriptures contain Fully and Plainty thoſe words 
of Eternal Life which our Saviour taught; therefore, 
whoever Vilifies or Rejetts thoſe Scriptures, foriakes his 
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en of ſuch as do ſo. 


Jo give ſome Inſtances th 1 AL 
I. Some tell you, That the Scriptures are not ſuffi- 
cient for Salvation, (do not contain all che VVords of 


Eternal Life) and therefore are for helping them out by 


what they call Tradition; by Which means they largely 
ſupply the want of choſe Doctrines which lead toi the 
VVealth and Power of this World, and which the Krip- 
ie in indeed. oo 69S. 1 
Tradition is an inexauſtible Fund of Error, which, 
notwithſtanding ſo many monſtrous Doctrines have 
been already drawn out of it, will ſtill afford more, as 
olt as the Church of Rome has occaſion for them. 


It is an Artifice borrow'd from the eus; but hy which 
the Romaniſts excel their Maſters in making the Com- 
mand ments of God of no effect, either by contradict- 
ing or weaka ing then; while they draw away deluded 

els, and the V Vorſhipping of Images, inſtead of fol- 
Wes. as they ought to do, That Bleſſed Feſws, who 
alone has the VVords of Eternal Life, and who alone has the 


People, by 2775 to the Praving to Saints and An- 


2. Others again, miſlead, unhappy Creatures, and 
take them off from following the Son of God, by vain 
Pretences to 1-ſpiration, Vilifying the Will of God, as 
revea'ed in the Holy Scriptures, and affirming that He 
has reveald it in a more Excellent Manner to them- 


ſelves. bar not to inſiſt upon theſe at porous 


3. There are others whoſe Vanity leads them a very 


Jak ch U ſhew, the Unreaſona; 
: blenels of ſome of thoſe Miſtakes which this Age is moſt 


ſonazl the Croſs of Chriſt, becat ſe they look upon themſelves 
moſtſ to have greater Penetration and more Knowles than | 
that the reſt of the World. Theſe, after turning over a 
this] few. of the Ancient Writers, and ſome of our Modern 
Viz. Reaſoners, ſink at laſt into Atheiſm, and ſpread their 
verdi] wild Opinions, under their lewd Practices, while ſome 
fore, | are caught by the allurements of their Vices rather than 
s his] the ſtrengch of their Arguments, and take Arheiſm 
I upon Truſt, aſter they have been ſo Scrupulous and 
Jealous in every Point of Chriſtianity. xy. 
But nothing is more Unreaſonable among all their 
Pretences, then that theſe Men ſhou d Boat of their 
Wickedneſs and Infidelity, under che Affectation of Plain 
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To avow openly any Crime or Error, is not Sinceri- 
ty but hnpu dence; and when the loſs of Modeſty, (which 
j of it ſelf may attone for ſeveral Faults) is added to the 
ich, | loſs of Senſe and Virtue, How wretched! How con- 
ave 1 de muſt ſuch a Creature grow ! Ina Word, 
as | theſe are they, who, as the Author of Ecclus. ſays ex, 
I cellently, chap. 16. 7: Fall away in the ſtrength of the | 
ich | Fooliſhneſs, and are not likely to riſe again, becauſe the 
m- | greatneſs of their Pride makes them incapable of Re- 
&- | penrance. ns 


ied | 4. Another fort of People, who leave off following 
\n- | the Holy Jeſus, much more numerous and more dan- 
ol- | gerous than the former, are ſuch as pretend to Believe 
ho that there is a God and Eterna! Life, but then ſuppoſe, 
he | that a God will beſtow this Lite upon the good Gen- 
I | rites, who liv'd according to the Light of Nature; fo 
nd He will do the ſame for Them, if they do but lead Mo- 
in ral Lives, whatever they Believe. v2 
as But in the firſt Place, this Opinion ſuppoſes People 
He | tobe lt wholly at their Liberty, under the ſtate of the 
m- | Goſpel, which is a very great miſtake. Had a Man 
been Born at Athens or Rome, before the Incarnation, 
ry | he might have join'd himſelf to what Sc or Religion 
iſe | he pleavd; he might have been a Cynic, Stoig or 2 
1 | | deni, 
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Amie, take his choice of Fupiter, Minerva, Is or Ofyris" 
But it ĩs quite otherwiſe fince our Saviour Preach d the 
Words of k ternal Life; tbe times of t hat Ignorance God wwink- 


ed : but now in theſe: days, as St. Paul told the Arhe- 


nian, He commands all Men every-where to repent, Acts 


37. 30 in order to their receiving the Goſpel Work. he 
our Blefſed Saviour was about to leave the World, he 


commandsthe Apoſtles, Mark 16. b. 16, 17. 70 Preueb 


the Goſpel to every Creature ; be that belie vrtb and is Bap- 
ix d, ſaith he, ſhall be ſaved; and be that Belteveth not, 
' ball be damned. Nothing can be more expreſs" than 
this, and from hence it appears plainly that no Man 
that has had the opportnnity of hearing or reading rhe 
Goſpel, no Man Born and Bred in a Country where 
the Chriſtian Religion is Profeſs*d, is left to himſelf to be- 
lieve whatever he pleaſes, or to fall Back to Natural Re- 


gion and Morality if he thinks fitting. 


In the next. Place, if theſe Men were truly in earneſt 


n their pretences to Moraliiy: No Morality was ever ſo 


Perfect as that which the Goſpel teaches; none was ever 


built upon ſuch ſolid Grounds, or recommended by fach 


powerful Motives, R ** 
For the practical Commands of the Goſpel extends to 
our Thoughts as well as Actions, they require of us the 
Pike, nay they enflame good Men with the 
moſt noble and moſt extenſive Charity, that of Forgive- 
meſs as well as Alms, and the doing good to our Ene- 
mies as well as Friends: And all this and much more, 
not as meerly by the direction of the Light of Nature, 
but as by the immediate Authority and Command of 
God himſelf; ſupported and enforced by the bright Ex- 
ample of our Saviour's Life, by the Love and Mercy 
of his Death, and by the Aſſurances of an Eternal Re- 
ward or Puniſhment, V/hex we ſhall receive every one ac- 
cording to our VVeorks, © e 
Whereas the Morality of the Gentiles is defective in all 


|. © theſe Reſpects, weak in it ſelf, founded upon no ſolid 
bottom, enforcd by no Authentick Promiſesor Threats: 


And 
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[beſt Light which they had; Gor 


And therefore how abſurd is it to find Seneca, Hherocles, 
93 1 955 that wou d think ĩt 4 
e to. b 


Scandal to their Senſe 1 


* 


4e] And what ſtrange Folly muſt it be to refaſe Reaſes and 
AQ | Nature, as cultivated and improv'd by Revelation, and 
yet pretend to follow. loth, by the weak aſſiſtance of the 


old Moraliſts, or by new Searches. of their, own: Eſpe- 
cially ſince at the ſame time they leave that Feſas, whoſe 
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Laſtly, as to thoſe Hopes which they ground upon 
God's being gracious to 50 OC 1: G. h 2. | a 
(but not granting) this to he true, yet, What advantage 
wou d this be to thoſe that I am ſpeaking of? For if, 
after all, we ſhou'd look into their Lives aud Convert 


ſation, What have they to do with. Aralx? Is their 


Virtue any whit greater than their. Faith ? Bothey not 


act againſt the Reaſon which they, Bo of, as much as 
therefore, that God ſhou d deal graciouſſy with Socrates! 
or Epictetus, yet, what Ad vantage wou d this be to Ca- 
taline Or Nero? much leſs wou'd it be to ariy wicked' 
Chriſtian, to one that ſtudies and affects Infidelity, in 
the midſt of the Goſpel. The good Gentiles ated by the 


a far better now, thro' Chriſt 


17 
* 


Ipoſitively refuſe. the. greater; chuſe the Teſs; att con- 
dencly againſt both; and, for. all that, {till bope for E. 


ternal Life; was ever any thing more Obſtinate ! or 
mare. Unreaſonable! on 0 TT 
Theſe are ſome of thoſe Pretences (the Time will 


not permit me to mention more) by which Men are — 


— 5 4 


deluded in theſe Days, while they forſake the · Son of 


God, to follow Vain Impoſtors, or to Worſhip theit 
own Imaginations, which, as it implies the Worſhip of 
ſthemſelves, is furely the dalleſt idolatry; beſides max 

ys pig by their Luſts and Paſſions, 


others who axe 
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molt perfect Example, as well as Commands, wou d lead 
is, chem gently through a Holy Life here to one that ſhall be 
| renal beregfter 2) OO 


good Gentiles, Suppoſing * 
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has afforded the World 
; Jeſus, yer theſe People 
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| ever while they pretend to believe in him; all which 
run further and further from Eternal Life, into Eternal 
Tor ments. No condition can be more Deplorable, 
more dreadful than this is; and therefore what ſtrange 
Obſtinacy or Stupidity ruſt it be, for any one to con- 
tinue in it 2 eſpecially if he conſiders «© 
IV. That ſuch Perſons, notwithſtanding all theſe [| 
Provocations, may ſtill recover God's Favour by true | x 
Repentance.. That this is ſo in Fact, I ſuppoſe I need. 
not prove, the Holy Scriptutcs are full of Invitations to 
Repentance, and Aſſurance of Forgiveneſs, to the greateſt 
Sinners; and though Humane Nature is very loath to 
Bend down to this Duty, yet nothing can be more | 
worthy of a Great and Generous Spirit. Becauſe Re- 
peut ance is compos d of Truth arid Juſtice; For if we have 
any Regard to Truth, we ought certainly to confeſs our | 
Errors; and if theſe are Injuries to any Body, the 
leaſt that we can do in Fuftice, is to beg their Pardon; 
How much more then ought we to do thus to the Su- 
preme Majeſty of Heaven; fince all Sin is not only 
Error but Injurious to His Glory? And the certain Con- 
ſequence of it, without Repentance, muſt be the loſing 
of Eternal Life, and the falling into 1 INT 
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hut to inforce this more particularly, by the Appli- 

* © cation of what has been ſaid, Let us turn and conlider | 
in what reſpects our Saviour has been ſhewn to bave the 

P'Vords of Eternal Life. Were not the Propheſies ful- | ar 
filled in Him, and the Power of Hs Miracles ſufficient 
'' to prove the Authority of Hs Doctrines? And canft 
FT bos then ſcruple to believe them? or be inclin'd- to | hi 
forſake Him, after thou haſt once done ſo? Did He nor | w 


1 come to ſhew Ti bee the way to Eternal Life, and when Te. 
thou hadſt wander d from it, How to recover it again 

by Repentance, and canſt Thos beſo {low to petform I wl 
ſio eaſie a Duty, to obtain fo ineſtimable a Benefit > Did I ct: 


. 
2 — 
Lr 


He Dye in ſuch a manner to open the way to that Life? ¶ bo 
And doſt tbon refuſe ſtill ro enter, notwithſtanding ſo ſ in 
many Miracles of Divine Love and Mercy? Is He to A 

1 5 come 
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mulation in them, who ſhall approve themſelves beſt 


gat that Dreadful: Day, and might make een the 
'| Worſt, ſtrive e 


rive early to Repent, and Lay Hold of the 
Croſs of Chriſt; that having YVoſ#/d their Roben end made 


them V'Vhite in the Blood of the Lamb; ſuch wonderos 
Power has that ro Purifie! they may app ar before 
im in Holy Ce 


y Confidence, and not fear His Juſtice, who 
have laid Hold ſo wiſely upon the Benefits of his Mercy. 


O Let us be Careful to do ſo too! Let us Believe in Him, 
Love Him, and Adore Him now as our Redeemer, and we 


ſhall never Dread Him as our Judge hereafter. 
Hut leſt theſe Benefits ſhould be Jook'd upon as at t 


. 


| great a Diſtance: The Blefſed Effects of our Fidelity 
to our Great Maſter, or of our Repentance, if we have 


failed in it, will be found even in this Life. For how 


happy are they, who in this Wicked and. Inconſtane 


Age. Dare imitate the Steddineſs and Integrity of theſe 
Diſciples that our Saviour ſpoke to; and whoſe Firm- 
neſs in their Faith, makes them fix'd in their Piety, 


and every other Virtue? O how much greater Joys do 


they feel from the Pleaſures of a Good Conſcience, 


than all the World without it, can afford them! And 
how ſhall theſe Joys increaſe: continually, as this Life 
wears away, at the nearet and clearer Proſpect of E- 


ternity? 8 1 
But on the contrary, how miſerable is that Creature; 
who forſakes his Redeemer either in Opinion or P-a- 


ctice; and is as falſe to his God, as he is to his Neigh- 


bour! To whom ſhall he go for any Eaſe or Comfort 


Jin chis Life? His Proſperity can be bur Dull. bur his 
| Adyerfity muſt be Inſupportable, becauſe he has for- 
8 e . 


d to confer Eternal Life; or diſiri. 
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11 Aken he pe of, "the an 7 Life, and Glary; 
1 nd the Hop as Death draws. 0n,. « shame, Sorrow and 
Ih eſpair ſhall beſer him; and Etern. W riſe dread- 
| fel apon his Soul. 
 ** Wherefore, if ſuch People wwe! prevent. thiß let 
them return to their Redeemer iu unfeigned Repen- 
tance, and not depend too much, too, long upon. bj 
Goodneſs. 1005 2 FO + DS 1115 1 wh, him e re- 
tences to Reaſon, Li Morality, or continue 
ſtinately in heir Sins,. wy fey Ns ſtrictly 
at this folenig 'Seaſon, it ia.what they have faibd, either 
as to their Faith or their bade and. acknow edge 
and bewail it in true eee then they may not 
only think upon Death with Chearfulneſs, but upon 
Nasen with Joy, and in the happy Aſſurance of a 
+ Conſcience, be always Looking for that) Ae Hope; 
55 the Gloriogs. Appearing of the great God, and our Sat: 
our Jeſm Chriſt, who gave limfelf for as, that x 3 might 
© Redeem us from all Iniquity, and Pay. unto bimſelf a N. 
7 - bar f ealous of goed Works, Tit. . 13, Were E 8 


1 'To whom with th on he, Father = and ihe Holy pi 
| 1 10 wry 5 ne ang 40 (1 063755 


N : 
75:4 "= 
| The 5 
: 1 2 1 " 
+ Cy 4 ; _ 4 — ” e» - f 
> 9) 2 wk ++ 4 
. 
$11 SY 
1 . 2 L 4 
$ 7.41 , 0 * 
; 8: 2 23 a7 
13 N 5 3 
; n 814 z - 
3 v 
+1 * - a 2 
39) * ” 
1 * . * 3 
* * 
; 


—— 


—— 


: . e - = — * 
r 
<0 334 ² U»B— ——— 3 = wes 1 Docs <A - po by — 

- 


1 $8 
-—- ” —— 


Dr 
WO — — 


E:TTCTCcccccccc.c ˙ A PET ITY ITE TI; 


r 
* 


+» —U—— ñũſ́———— — 


e 


2 A 
RM —— 7 
reer e 
- — . 1 * - — 


